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MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 4, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: DAVID GOMPERT

FROM: o MARGL VANDER&%
SUBJECT: ‘ | Proposed Presidential Statement

This afternoon at a 4:30 p.m. press conference {n New York City,
the Executive Cominittee of the U. 8, Cathelic Conference issuad
the attached statement on behalf of the Catholic dioceses thm:mghaut
the country. -

"y

~ AID brought the announced statement to our attention and said
that it had received press coverage. In view of this show of
support, we recommend with AID's concurrence that the Preasident
issue a statement expressing appreciation for tE&E¥upport of the
Conference and commendation for their efforta, A suggested
Presidential mesaage: appraved by General Smwcmft is also .
attached,

B L

If HAK concura, please pass authority for -i'eleaae to Rou Negsen.

Attachments , o ‘ - +—- :

R
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PRESIDENTIAL ETATEMENT ON THE
STATEMENT OF THE EWUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE
U.8. CATHOLIC CONFEBRENCE
1 am deeply grateful for the support thmrtha Emutwen Lammittee _

of the U. S. Catholic Gonf.arence today du@mtrat@d for__c_@ur efforts

to evacuate the war orphans nnd'labandcned ch:.ldren oiﬁm;,th
Vietnam. I commend theh‘ willingness to- mﬁat thm urgent human-
itarian need.

We will do our utn‘ibaf_ through the Age ncy fq'z:kfé;{in-nmum1

Development tq engure that orphwmw wTe zeutly s.mf.ier the. -

care of Catholic Relief Services and othey valuntary urgauizationu
will be joined with the thouqandn of Americans whe have upened their

homey to these children,

As the Committee has stated, if is indeed pn.raim 9*_‘;‘;& tha.t the. .
United Natlons, and the mwrnational corm-nunity at 1arga, ﬁeek t{o

permit the humanitarian efforts of natmns,'.ﬁaa-,& 'sml.utmxy egcncies
| n R ;

to bring relief to these masses of refugees ﬁﬁd'allo% thowxfo

reach places of safety.

FYl: Conference statement in qu York this aftermm@an as
follows: ‘
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE STATEMENT

We are reassured by the statements of President F3%d yesterday i
pledging the full cooperation of our Govexmment tozmasiet in the &
evacuation of war orphans and the abandongd childFin of South
Vietnam. We pledge the utmost continuing effort ef the Cutholic
Relief Services and, indeed, of the entire American Catholic
community to meet this urgent humanitarizn challenge, Catholic
Relief Services and other voluntary ageucirs: today care for

more than 4, 000 adoptable crphaned and af indospd.children

in South Vietnam, We are hopeful that oux: mverm%nt will make
it possible for these children to be flown tathe U, &, whess homes
and hearts are open to them and that it will ahow to thesythe same
generosity that our Government afforded refuge:ec from Lxba and

Hungary.

At this critical moment of suffering and fagdly digrupticihia
South Vietnam, we urge the Secretary Gengrel and the lezdara
of the United Natlons to use alltheir good pifices topursuade
the parties involved i Southeast Asia to permit the krmanitarian
efforts of nations and voluntary ggencies ts bring relipf to thegs

masses of refugees and to allow them to roach places of safsty,
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